




Horses to watch
With the jumping season just around the corner we thought it pertinent to contact some of our leading jumping trainers to 

see what jumping horses they have in work and what horses will be targeting the early jumping features.

Ann Browne
Primo Canera: 	 Has been in work since early January with an early target being the Waikato Steeplechase. 

Fair King:	 Like Primo Canera, Fair King has been in work since early January. Fair King has a liking for wet 
tracks as well as the Ellerslie hill so an early target will be the McGregor Grant Steeplechase.

Camouflage:	 Has been in work for some months with an early target being the Waikato Steeplechase, 
depending on track conditions.

Craig Amrein/Yvette Keoghan
Waitete Boy:	 Has been in work since December and will be aimed at the Waikato Steeplechase.

Diamondsareforever:	 Like Waitete Boy, Diamondsareforever has been in work since December. An early target will be 
The Waikato Hurdles.

Sheryl/Roger McGlade
Bart:	 Has been in work for a couple of months with an early target being the Waikato Steeplechase.

Grande Vue Magic: 	 Like Bart, Grande Vue Magic has been in work for a couple of months with the Waikato 
Steeplechase being an early target.

Paul Nelson
No Hero:	 Has been in work for sometime with an early target being the Waikato Steeplechase.

Just A Swagger:	 Has been in work for sometime and is likely to have a couple of hurdle races prior to the 
Hawke’s Bay Steeplechase.

Just Not Cricket:	 Will kick off his campaign later in the jumping season with the aim being the Great Northern 
Hurdles. A race he won last year.

John Wheeler
High Season/Tahiti Gold:	 Both horses are being set for Oakbank and Warnabool.

Bennyosler:	 Has been in work for sometime with an early target being the Waikato Hurdles.

Real Tonic:	 Has been in work for sometime with an early target being the Waikato Steeplechase.

Aorangi	 A steeplechaser who has been in work for sometime. Is expected to progress through the 
grades.

Allan Sharrock
Stitched:	 Has been in work for a couple of months with the Grand National and Great Northern 

Steeplechases being two key jumping targets.

Lon York:	 Has also been in work for a couple of months with the Wellington, Grand National and Great 
Northern Steeplechase being likely targets.

The Bighearted:	 Capable flat performer who has shown ability at home over hurdles.

Mark Oulaghan
Yourtheman:	 Has been in work for a couple of months with the Waikato Hurdles being an early target.

Counter Punch:	 Has been spelled for a month after missing selection to the Nakayama Grand Jump. Will be 
brought back with the Hawke’s Bay, Wellington and Grand National Hurdles being the main 
targets.

The Jolly Dancer:	 Has been in work for a month with the Manawatu, Hawke’s Bay and Wellington Steeplechase 
being the main targets.

Shamrock Star:	 Capable flat performer who has shown ability at home over hurdles. 

Raymond Connors
Hypnotize:	 Has been in work for a couple of months. Is likely to have a couple of flat races to fit him up for 

the Waikato Steeplechase.

Kevin Hughes
Fullbeam:	 Been in work since Christmas with an early target being the Great Western Steeplechase.

Sticky Fingers:	 Been in work since Christmas with an early target being the Great Western Hurdles.

Black Eagle:	 Unfortunately Black Eagle has strained a tendon and has been retired.

John/Karen Parsons
Honour Victory/Sweep Em/Sharp Prick: 

Have been in work for three months with an early aim being the Great Western Carnival.

Brian/Shane Anderton
Personal Success: 	 Has been in work since December and will target the Great Western and Waikato Steeplechases.

Kelly Thompson
Deacon Brodie/Time Flys: 

Both have been in work since early Jan and both will be aimed at the Great Western Carnival.
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NZ Jumps Inc – 
stepping forward 

soon
At the time of writing a new constitution 

for a new look jumping association is in the 

hands of lawyers going through the final 

stages of preparation.

NZ Jumps Inc is set to reconfigure  

the management structure of all things jump 

racing, superseding the existing  

NZ Jumping Association. 

The intention is that NZ Jumps Inc will 

provide for those who want to support 

jumping at all levels; those who just want 

to enjoy the simple benefits of a straight 

forward membership to those who would 

like the opportunity to be elected on to the 

NZ Jumps Inc Board and assist NZTR direct 

future jump racing policy.

The current NZ Jumps Inc Steering 

committee consists of Andre Klein (NZ Jumps 

Co-ordinator, appointed by NZTR), Marion 

Stevenson (NZTR Board Member), Andrew 

Castles (Racing Clubs Representative), John 

Wheeler (Trainers Representative), Tommy 

Hazlett (Jockey’s Representative) and Dennis 

Ryan and Ray Knight (NZJA representatives).

The proposed constitution for NZ Jumps 

Inc sees the membership structure of the 

new Board having a similar format, with 

each of the Trainers Association, Jockey’s 

Association, Racing Club Managers 

Group, NZTR and the Owners Association 

appointing a member to the Board. Two 

further members will be appointed from 

the membership of NZ Jumps Inc, after the 

initial settling in period. The Secretary will be 

appointed by NZTR. 

All the benefits of membership are being 

collated and the changeover process 

being planned. The concept is still subject 

to approval of the NZ Jumps Inc Steering 

Committee, who will discuss it at their next 

committee meeting and refer it to  

the NZTR Board. 

It is anticipated that in April all existing 

NZJA members will be contacted and asked 

to transfer their membership to NZ Jumps 

Inc. This will mark another positive, new step 

forward for jump racing in New Zealand.

Amateur riders get go-ahead
Ten races have been programmed for amateur jockeys this season, which together will be promoted as  

The Amateur Riders Series.

The series starts at Paeroa on May 16 and finishes on the Bay of Plenty Hunt Club day on September 28. A point 

scoring system is being developed which will identify the season’s leading amateur rider – details to be released on 

the NZTR website soon.

So, if you are capable rider and harbour the desire to give race riding a go then call NZTR to find out how you can 

gain an amateur licence and take part in the series: Matthew Barnsley, 04 576 6267.

Overseas jockeys – can help fill the ranks
The European jump racing season winds down just as ours moves into gear and in some ways this provides New 

Zealand with a terrific opportunity to fill our scarce jockey ranks. The process for organising visas has become 

increasingly easy over the last few years, so if you know of any UK or Irish trainers that might push you in the right 

direction as far as finding a potential jockey for a few months, then this is what you need to know…

1. 	 The jockey needs a letter of proposed employment from a NZ-based trainer.

2. 	 The jockey goes to NZ House in London to source a visa taking with them a letter of employment and a 

standard letter from NZTR that provides information for immigration officials on the shortage of jumps jockeys 

in New Zealand.

3. 	 The jockey heads to NZ and registers through NZTR, which will include NZTR obtaining a clearance from the 

appropriate racing authority and possibly a medical.

If you go to racingpost.co.uk and advertise or make a few phone calls you could easily help the cause! 

Introducing… Jumps Star of the Season 
The Jumps Star of the Season competition will add a fair amount of interest to this years jumping scene, provide 

the code’s aficionados with something to talk about and give us an opportunity to crown a few champions at the 

end of it all. 

The competition is a straight forward points contest and can be followed easily off the grid below. All starters in all 

New Zealand jump races will score points. The higher the grade of event, the more points on offer.

There will be four divisions for the competition:

 Steeplechaser	  Hurdler	  Trainer	  Jockey

Star of the Season 

 Position

Race 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Unplaced

PJR 1 150 90 38 23 15 6

PJR 2 100 60 25 15 10 5

PJR 3 80 48 20 12 8 4

Open 40 24 10 6 4 3

Rest Open 30 18 8 5 3 2

Maiden 15 9 4 2 2 1

There will be a trophy and cash prizes for all divisions. The prizes are being confirmed at present and will be 

announced in early April.

Jump Stars of the Season commences on April 30 at Waikato and concludes at the Bay of Plenty Hunt Club’s 

meeting on September 28.

Results will be updated after each round and will be available on www.nzracing.co.nz
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