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The first few hurdles cleared — Jumping 2008, so far... so good.

We are now approximately one third of the way into
the 2008 jump racing season and so far... so good.

The overall feeling amongst those that | speak to is
that although not everything is fixed, jump racing is
on the right track to recovery and the performance

indicators are pointing to positive.

To start with, the racing itself has been outstanding.

Large, competitive fields, with great finishes have
been the norm in 30 or so races run to date.

SEASON HIGHLIGHT

For me, the 25-length demolition job of Proposition
was the highlight when competing in the McGregor
Grant Steeplechase on Queen's Birthday weekend.
The comments by Craig Durden in regards to the
excellent Ellerslie course and New Zealand obstacles
were also pleasing to hear. It provides us all with
confidence that we have done the right thing,
maintaining our live fences and style of obstacles. If
more Australians do make the short journey across
the Tasman to compete in our races, as Craig hinted
at, it will only further enhance the interest value of
jumping in this country.

Ravanelli's win in the KS Browne was a deserving
result and put a smile on plenty of faces. Grey's, like
Ravanelli, are the type to capture the imagination
of the general public and take our sport to another
audience. In my household he has already become a
favourite of my young children.

ARC COMMENDED

The Auckland Racing Club should be commended for
their decision to stage five jumping races on such a
key race day as the Queens Birthday. They were the
third club in succession to agree to divide a maiden
hurdle this season. Paeroa (May 16) and Hawke's

Bay (May 22) had already gone through that process.

Matamata also split a maiden on June 13. This is
pleasing for two reasons. Firstly it indicates that the
funding model is working and the club reluctance to
stage jumping has been removed. This was a primary
goal of the restructure. Secondly it highlights how
many jumpers there are in work.

Last year the average field size in jumping races was
9.4 in hurdles and 6.9 in steeples measured against
flat races which averaged 10.9. In the month of
May, jumping recorded the following averages; 10.9
hurdles (+14%) and 7.7 steeples (+11%).

The South Island’s fields however have been subject
to concern in some quarters. It must be remembered
that the restructuring of the dates in the north has

almost brought the central and northern regions
together into one pool and this has been a major
catalyst for the turnaround taking place. For
geographical reasons, of course this is not possible
in the south.

THREE YEAR STRATEGY

It should be acknowledged whilst contemplating the
issues with South Island starter numbers, NZTR's re-
building plan for jump racing is a three year strategy
and to draw conclusions so soon is considered
premature. It has never been expected that fixing
one of the principal problems around jump racing,
namely starter numbers in the South Island, would
be achieved in year one.

The general belief is that the numbers next year
will provide a much clearer indication of the future
viability of jumping in the south.

Quite major moves have been made to rectify the
critical issues specifically present in the South Island
that impede the growth of the sport. An example of
this is the positioning of imported jumping riders at
strategic training centres who are able to educate
and school. With confidence growing around the

jumping code, several major trainers in the region are
stepping up their interest in jumping and have begun
preparing horses and sourcing horses for next year.
As we all know however, preparation of a jumper is
not an overnight task.

Further re-structuring options are being considered
for the South when the NZ Jumps Inc Board meets at
the end of the month.

WHAT ELSE HAS HAPPENED?

NZ Jumps Inc, the new jumping association is
open for business and the Board is operating well.
Their input is being well received and respected by
NZTR. Membership flyers for NZ Jumps Inc have
been distributed and the number of people joining
is beginning to creep up. Jump racing has gained
its own special section on the NZTR website and a
dedicated page in the NZ Thoroughbred Monthly.
Trackside has made a concerted effort to get
behind jumping and nobody can complain about
the coverage they have provided us with so far. The
NZRB on-course promotions team have come on
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Ballantine’s Whisky o

%Mﬂ THE SEASON
]umps Star Of the Season The Scotch ’ Updated after South Canterbury — Monday 16 June 2008
STEEPLECHASER
Ballantines Whisky has put their name to the Jumps Star of the Season competition that runs for the duration of POSITION | HORSE POINTS
the season. 1st Just The Man 140
The winners of the four divisions will each win a luxury weekend in Queenstown for two, with return flights 2nd Proposition 110
from anywhere in New Zealand staying at an exclusive resort lodge. They will also receive $1000 in spending 3rd Triplepan 95
money. Ballantines have also provided a bottle of whisky for the top ten finishers in each division. 4th Last Frisco 88
5th Repete 71
The Ballantine’s Whisky Jump Stars of the Season is a points-based competition in which all starters in HURDLER
New Zealand jump racing events will score points for their performances: top Steeplechaser, Hurdler, Trainer and POSITION | HORSE POINTS
Jockey. 1st Ravanelli 135
2nd Gull 128
RACE 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Unplaced 3rd Yourtheman 100
Prestige Jump Race Tier 1 150 90 38 23 15 6 i Sy Flfe 25
Prestige Jump Race Tier 2 100 60 25 15 10 5 oth War Dancer %
Prestige Jump Race Tier 3 80 48 20 12 8 4 TRAINER
Open 0 2 10 6 A 3 POSITION | TRAINER POINTS
1st Kevin Myers 232
Restricted Open 30 18 8 5 3 2 Ind= Ben Foote 170
Maiden 12 3 4 2 2 1 2nd= Ann Browne 170
4th Davina Waddell 158
5th John & Karen Parsons 147
Great news for Northerns JOCKEY
POSITION [JOCKEY POINTS
The Auckland Racing Club has announced an increase in prizemoney for the Club's two traditional winter 1st Tom Hazlett 485
features, the Sharp Great Northern Steeplechase and the First Sovereign Trust Great Northern Hurdles. Each 2nd Jo Rathbone 450
race will now be worth $120,000, an increase of $20,000 per race on last year. 3rd Isaac Lupton 250
Auckland is the third club to announce stakes increases above the minimums stipulated by NZTR this season 4th Jonathan Riddell 225
5th Chad Ormsby 189

in jump racing. Riverton RC added $10,000 to the Provincial Contracting Great Western Steeplechase and
Waikato added $10,000 to both the Dunstan Feeds Waikato Hurdle and Braxton Waikato Steeplechase.

“With the new structure in place for jumps racing throughout New Zealand this season the Board felt it was
appropriate that Ellerslie continued to lead the way in providing increased returns to Industry participants
through prizemoney levels” said the Chairman of the Auckland Racing Club, Bill Gianotti. “Our Great

POINTS STRUCTURE FOR THE

BALLANTINE'S WHISKY JUMPS STAR OF

DORMELLO STUD AMATEUR RIDERS
SERIES

Updated after Round 1, next round at Hawke's Bay 27/06

Northern’s are our flagship events and this increase in stakes, along with the Club’s continuing policy to run SRNAME TOTAL
its other jumps races at prizemoney levels above the Industry recommended levels, clearly demonstrates the Linda Jenkins 10
Board's commitment to jumping and the wonderful spectacle it provides for our winter racing.” HESETET [ :
Michelle Northcott 4
This is the fourth year that the Sharp Great Northern Steeplechase and First Sovereign Trust Great Northern Angela McWatters 3
Hurdles will be run in September as the pinnacle of the winter jumps season. This year a new Friday meeting Scott Wenn 2
preceding Great Northern Day has been added to the Ellerslie calendar, creating an exciting two day Sue Thompson 1

jumping carnival.

The 2007 Sharp Great Northern Steeplechase was won by the Wanganui fencer, Hypnotize, who will attempt

to complete back to back victories this year. He is likely to line-up for his first steeplechase of the season in

2007/2008 JUMPING TRAINERS
PREMIERSHIP updated 16/06/2008

NAME WINS | STARTS | STAKES

the time honoured Pakuranga Hunt Steeplechase held two weeks before the Great Northern.

John Wheeler $57,525
John & Karen Parsons 5 13 $39,075
<< CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE Kevin Myers 4 34 $136,400
board with a jump racing marketing brand called Hot Toddies and Turf. This is being rolled out at Hawke's Bay 10 B2 g Il $44,300
Allan Sharrock 3 12 $65,775

on June 28 and | urge you to support all of the initiatives they are putting in place. Ballantines Whisky have
agreed to sponsor the Jumps Stars of the Season contest which is shaping up to be a fascinating competition,
while Dormello Stud have put their hand up to get behind the National Amateur Rider Series. Te Runga Stud is
in turn sponsoring the Winter Crown tipping contest. The interest in this competition has been huge.

2007/2008 JUMPING JOCKEYS
PREMIERSHIP updated 16/06/2008

All'in all, when you think about it, we have come a long way in a very short time. Confidence is high that the Isaac Lupton $221,675
future of jump racing is secure. We still have a long way to run until we reach the winning post, if we ever do, Tommy Hazlett 9 54  $192,825
and I'm sure we'll have more hurdles to clamber over along the way but let's hope we can clear them as well as Chad Ormsby (a) 6 28 $61,100
Ravanelli does. Missy Browne 6 M $54.725
ANDRE KLEIN Corey Parish (a) 6 16 $42,675



OUTSTANDING
PERFORMANCES

SEASON

Hurdlers

RAVANELLI Trained by Craig Thornton. Deserved win in the prestige, KS Browne Hurdle and can stay at the top all season.

SHARP PRICK Trained by John & Karen Parsons. Could head north and if strikes a good track should match it with the best in the country.

MARIO Trained by Kenny Rae. Unbelievable turn of foot shown on seasonal hurdling debut at Ellerslie on Queens Birthday under Corey Parish. Runner up

Jaws will find a race soon as well.
SPIKESMATECHARLIE  Trained by John Wheeler. Winning hurdles debut at Hawkes Bay indicated that he should be one to follow over jumps.

SPIRIT OF ALATON Trained by Rachel Frost. Put in mighty impressive run at Awapuni to beat the very talented Gull. A courageous and bold performance perhaps the best
of any hurdler this season.

Steeplechasers

PROPOSITION Trained by Ben Foote. Win in the McGregor Grant was as good as it gets. That simple.

JUST THE MAN Trained by Davina Waddell. 22 starts over steeples for seven wins and two from two this season. Undeniably one of the best in the country.
TRIPLEPAN Trained by Joanne Moss. Won maiden chase at Hawkes Bay and was given a top ride when stepped up in class in Manawatu Steeplechase.

DAN MORAN Trained by Ross Beckett. Smart hurdler who outclassed Southern rivals at Riccarton. Looks like he will make the top grade over the bigger obstacles.
NO HERO Trained by Paul Nelson. Run at Manawatu under huge weight was great effort and the popular grey looks like he is returning to his best.

LAST FRISCO




DEFINITION OF A NOVICE RACE

To ensure consistency across all participants, NZ
Jumps Inc has considered the definition of a Novice
Race such as the ones due to be programmed for the
Rotorua BOP Hunt Day on 28 September.

This has been done due to the absence of a Novice
Series for a while and recent changes to the Jumping
season — i.e. New Zealand now has a clearly defined,
condensed jumping-specific season including no
Christmas or early season races.

It has been agreed that the definition of a Novice
Race is:
A race for horses that have won their maiden
race on or after 30 April 2008
(i.e. the current jumping season).

DATE CHANGE FOR PAEROA

Please note that Paeroa RC will be now be racing on
Friday September 19 not September 17, as previously
advertised. This is to eradicate a back-to-back race
date situation in the South Island.

JUMP RACING GIANT WALL CHARTS
AVAILABLE

There are limited copies of the giant jump racing wall
chart still available. The wall chart displays all the
jumping dates for the 2008 racing season through

to the end of September, contact details for all jump
racing clubs and pictures of some of New Zealand's
best jumping horses of yesteryear and today.

To obtain one, please contact NZ Jumps Inc at the
Gallop South offices in Dunedin on 03 489 6233.

MEMBERSHIP OF NZ JUMPS INC

B New Zealand Jumps Inc is the body that assists
NZ Thoroughbred Racing steer jump racing policy
nationally.

B [t has come into existence as result of the re-
development of the infrastructure of jump racing
in NZ and is destined to replace the NZ Jumps
Association.

B In becoming a member you have the
opportunity to get involved and have your
say on the future of jump racing. You can
nominate yourself and get elected to one
of the two positions on the NZ Jumps Inc
committee reserved specifically for members.
This committee makes recommendations to
NZ Thoroughbred Racing on all matters jump
racing.

Other benefits include:

B Special offers from jump racing clubs around the
country. These will be advertised on the NZTR

website and will include discounted admission,
race day membership, etc.

B “Over The Jumps” Newsletter sent to your door —
three times a year.

B Discounts off the new hospitality packages put
together as part of the new jump racing brand on
key jump race days.

B Regularly hosted forums in your region (Northern,
Central & Southern) to discuss jump racing matters.

B Special offers from NZ Jump Racing’s national and
regional sponsors.

Contact Andre Klein — see details below.

CANTERBURY JOCKEY CLUB -
NZ JUMPS INC MEMBERS SPECIAL
GRAND NATIONAL OFFER

The Canterbury Jockey Club have kindly agreed to offer
complimentary members privileges to all NZ Jumps Inc
members at their three day Grand National meeting
Carnival on August 2, August 6 and August 9. All you
have to do is show your NZ Jumps Inc swinger to the
staff in the race day office to obtain your guest members
badge. Additionally they are offering a $10 discount

off the price of Hot Toddies and Turf function if you
pre-book. The package includes free entrance, free race
book, complimentary drink on arrival, buffet luncheon in
the Balmerino Room and entertainment.

For further information call Chris at the

Canterbury Jockey Club on 03 336 0053.

JUMPING ONLY DAYS -
MORE ON THE MENU?

With an increasing number of five jump races being
staged on any given day, there is a real possibility to
contemplate adding more “jumping only” days to the
calendar, similar to the end of season National Jumps
Day. NZ Jumps Inc is keen to get feedback on the matter
from all stakeholders and jump racing followers.

Currently, a normal programme includes two maidens
and two restricted opens — but what do you think if on
more occasions through the season we added novice
races (races for horses that broke their maiden during
the last 12-months or during the current season), one
win events, races over various, alternative distances and
more high weight jockey events.

If you have ideas, suggestions or opinions please email
Andre Klein at ceo@gallopsouth.co.nz

RENEWAL OF WINNING EDGE JUMPS
SERIES ACROSS THREE KEY CARNIVALS

A rejuvenated New Zealand Jumps racing season has
received a further boost with the renewal of the Central
Districts Winning Edge Jump Series.

Jumpers will be competing for $260,000 in prizemoney
across the Series.

Manawatu, Hawkes Bay and the Wellington Racing
Clubs have again joined forces with major sponsor,

Australian based Winning Edge Presentations, to
provide trophies and additional cash prizes to the
leading Trainer, Jockey, Hurdler and Steeplechaser
across the upcoming three major Central Districts
Jumping carnival racedays.

The 2008 series kicked off with the running of
Manawatu Steeples and Awapuni Hurdles on
June 14, followed by the Hawkes Bay Steeples
and Hurdles on June 28 and concludes with the
running of the prestige Wellington Steeples and
Hurdles at Trentham on July 12.

Points in the Winning Edge Series will be
awarded based upon placings and starters. The
most successful Trainer and Jumps Jockey across
the Series will both win $1000 cash prizes and
trophies. Winning Edge trophies will also be
presented to the successful Owners of the top
points earner across the three Hurdles and three
Steeplechase races.

Wellington Racing Club CEO David Jewell
commented: “The very good stakes on offer,
together with the Winning Edge prizes, will
provide a valuable boost for the Central Districts
major jumping races this year.”

"“The Central Districts Clubs fully support the
positive changes New Zealand Thoroughbred
Racing has introduced to the programming and
scheduling of jumping races and the greater
emphasis being placed on promoting jumps
racing.”
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DORMELLO STUD SPONSOR
AMATEUR RIDER SERIES

This year's Amateur Rider Series is being kindly
sponsored by Dormello Stud. Each race in

the series will carry a trophy, courtesy of the
Dormello Stud sponsorship, with the overall
series winner receiving a bracelet, namely the
“Duelled Bracelet”. Dormello Stud is located

in Hamilton and stands the exciting stallion
Duelled, a son of Champion Redoute’s Choice.
Duelled was a top class 3-year-old on Australian
soil with several black-type statistics including
a win in AAMI Vase and a second placing in the
2005 Victoria Derby.

For further information on “Duelled” contact:

A

Rogerson Racing Manager Murray Gregory on
021911 883.

See Dormello Stud Amateur Riders Series Points
Table on Page 2.

ANDRE KLEIN = JUMP RACING CO-ORDINATOR = EMAIL: ceo@gallopsouth.co.nz m MOBILE: 0272 423 767

NZT

CRAIG BAKER = RACING CO-ORDINATOR m EMAIL: craig.baker@nzracing.co.nz m MOBILE: 0274 843 120
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